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The dissertation is concerned with the effects of nested institutional arrangements on groundwater policy change.  In particular, nested institutional arrangements are examined under varying conditions of uncertainty in order to determine their effect on the type, speed and magnitude of public policy change, an issue not addressed by common pool resource theory which is largely preoccupied with the identification and testing of institutional design principles.  The application is to groundwater governance arrangements in the Great Lakes Basin (Ontario, New York, Pennsylvania) and the Ogallala Aquifer (Nebraska, Oklahoma) in the mid-Western United States.
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